


Stepping With Our Stars - Saturday, March 20, 2010
Vacation Packages

We are excited to offer these fantastic vacation packages for you to bid on at our 
Live Auction. If the price is right, one of these amazing trips could be yours! But, 
this is merely a glimpse of our offerings, so please join us for an unforgettable 
night where you shall see all of our fabulous prizes.**

The Windy City
One night at the Essex Inn Hotel in Chicago. Four VIP passes to the Shedd Aquarium. Two one-day 
splash passes into any Coco Key Water Resort. $50 gift certificate for dining at Santorini’s Restaurant in 
Greektown. Possible addition: four tickets to Chicago Skydeck and Chicago Children‘s Museum.

Romance in Birmingham
Start your evening with dinner at the Big Rock Chop House with two $50 gift certificates. Enjoy a relaxing 
Couple’s Massage provided by Revitalize Day Spa. Make your way to the Townsend for a one-night stay 
for two in a lovely room with champagne, chocolate strawberries, and in-room breakfast for two.

Grand Mackinac 
A stay on the island at the Island House Hotel. Enjoy four round trip tickets to see panoramic views of the 
bridge on your way to the island as well as on your return trip. Don’t forget your bicycle ride and horse-
drawn carriage ride to view spectacular sights around this picturesque island.

Charlevoix Golf and Play
One of the most beautiful  areas in all  of Michigan, Charlevoix is a great place to stay and play. Our 
package includes a stay at the famed Edgewater Inn, along with four tickets to the bucolic Castle Farms, 
a round of golf for up to four people at the beautiful Charlevoix Country Club, and two adult tickets for the 
ferry to Beaver Island.

Traverse Bay Family Fun
Four consecutive nights at a three-bedroom cottage that sleeps ten. Eighty feet of sandy beachfront on 
East Grand Traverse Bay. Four passes to the Music House Museum in Acme. A family membership to 
Dennos Museum Center. Four passes to the Great Lakes Children’s Museum and four passes to Mt. 
Holiday Ski Recreation area for a day of skiing, snowboarding, or snow tubing.

Traverse City Wine Country & Spa
Stay in a Traverse City area hotel to be determined. A wine tasting event for ten at the Rowe Inn in 
Ellsworth. Enjoy a VIP Tour and two-wine tastings for six at Chateau Chantal. While there, you will enjoy 
learning  about  the  winemaking  process  followed  by  a  wine  tasting  in  the  great  room  that  offers 
unsurpassed views of the East and West arms of Grand Traverse Bay. You will experience the Bay first-
hand with a gift certificate for four guests on a Nauticat 47-foot catamaran cruise of West Arm of the Bay. 
Possible addition: spa treatment at Pure Essence Spa.

Orlando Disney
This one is under construction…check back for the exciting details!

**Please Note: limitations that apply to these packages will appear in the Keepsake Catalog.



Our Steppingstone Auction Committee 
needs your help! We are assembling an 
Orlando Disney World trip for the Live 
Auction. If you have any of the following 
items you could donate, please bring them 
to the office by Spirit Day, Wednesday, 
March 10th. Thanks for your help! 

 New,  unused Disney paraphernalia 

 Disney Dollars 

 Disney Gift Cards 

 Money to purchase items for this package 



  

Upcoming Events ...
    FRI, Mar 5
       NO SCHOOL—Parent 
          Conferences

    WED, Mar 10
       12:30 pm, Spirit Day Lunch
       1:00 pm, Spirit Day 
          Assembly

     Deadline: Fridays, one week  prior 	
     to Thursday publication dates.

     Email articles to:  
     jroder@steppingstoneschool.org

     cc:  
     therbst@steppingstoneschool.org

Steppingstone is an indepen-
dent, state-approved 501(c) (3) 
non- profit elementary school 
(K-8) for gifted students. Step-
pingstone does not discriminate 
based on race, color, creed, gen-
der, religion, or national or eth-
nic origin in the administration of 
any school policy or program.

28555  Middlebelt Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
Phone:  248.539.1666
Fax:  248.539.1929
www.steppingstoneschool.org
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Please Note Changes: Silent Auction Program 
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We’re on Facebook!

Steppingstone is catching up to the 21st Century 
and now has a Facebook page.  To reach it, point 
your browser at:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Farmington-Hills-MI/
Steppingstone-School/307861297606?ref=ts

Things are still a little rough around the edges on the page, 
but we’re working on getting things up to speed.  If you 
have any suggestions, email them to Jason at jroder@
steppingstoneschool.org.

If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can still catch up 
on the latest news through our Twitter account, which you can 
find at:

http://www.twitter.com/SteppingstoneFH

We also now have a LiveJournal. There’s not much there, but 
you can find it at:

http://steppingstonefh.livejournal.com

Death to snow?

Guitar Lessons

Beginning shortly, our music teacher, Oliver 
Thompson, is interested in offering guitar les-
sons; the fee would be $45/hour. If interested, 

please call the office.
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Hop On Over!
Ms. Powell, Early Elementary

With swimming over, our class will be-
gin working again on balance and 
maneuvering skills, while performing 

various movement tasks. Although it all looks 
like play, the payoff is huge. Everyone knows 
that physical activity is important for the devel-
opment of young children. When children start 
young, they have a better chance of continuing 
with physical exercise as they get older. Move-
ment in physical education not only benefits 
students physically, but mentally, too. When 
children move, it stimulates the inner ear and 
increases learning. As children learn to play, 
they learn balance, coordination, self expres-
sion, and various other skills.

You and your child can have fun with noncom-
petitive activities at home. Maybe you could try 
yoga, aerobics, or go skating together. No mat-
ter what the choice, you and your child should 
“hop on over” to the physical side of play!

Alexander the Great
Ms. Morse, Pre High School

Next week in Social Studies, the Pre 
High School class will have the 
chance to determine how they would 

go about ruling a huge geographic area such 
as Alexander the Great's, and then they will 
learn how Alexander united his great king-
dom. They will have the opportunity to evalu-
ate the effectiveness of Philip's war plans to 
conquer Greece, and Alexander's war plans 
to unite Asia Minor, Egypt, and central Asia.

How did Alexander unite such a large area? 
He used religion to spread the idea that 
he was a god. He spread the Greek culture 
(which he deeply admired) by creating Greek 
style cities, complete with marketplaces and 
theaters, and he showed respect for the cul-
tures that he conquered, if they submitted to 
his rule.

If you were to take over a large area, how 
would you rule it?

Cupid, Pull Back Your Bow!
Mrs. Hoff, Upper Elementary

Did you know that in Greek and Roman 
myths, Cupid was a beautiful young 
man? Only in later stories did he ap-

pear as a baby or a cherub. He aimed arrows, 
which signify desires and emotions of love, at 
gods and humans, causing them to fall deeply 
in love. In ancient Greece, he was known as 
Eros, the young son of Aphrodite, the goddess 
of love and beauty. To the Romans, he was 
Cupid, and his mother was Venus.

Next week in literature, Upper Elementary 
students will be evaluating the very interest-
ing story about Cupid and his mortal bride, 
Psyche. Aphrodite was jealous of the beauty 
of Psyche and ordered Cupid to punish the 
mortal. Instead, Cupid fell deeply in love with 
her. He took her as his wife, but, as a mortal, 
she was forbidden to look at him.

By studying myth, students can learn how a 
culture thought, lived, and expressed their 
values. Myths from ancient cultures then 
cause students to think about their own cul-
ture. As part of their analysis of the story, stu-
dents will be evaluating why “psyche” might 
be a root word of psychiatry, psychology, and 
psychosis.

DIA Target Family Sundays
Sunday, March 07, 2010

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Artist Demonstration: Girl’s Day in Japan
Join us for a celebration of Japanese Girl’s 
Day, or Hinamatsuri, with demonstrations of 
Ikebana flower arranging, tea ceremony, fu-
roshiki wrapping and kimono sash tying. Hina 
dolls will also be displayed. Presented by the 
JSD Women’s Club, Consulate General of Ja-
pan in Detroit, Friends of Art and Flowers, and 
the Detroit Institute of Arts.

Drop-In Workshop: Patterns, Symbols & Designs
Noon- 4 pm
(12 and under must be with an adult)

Textiles are often decorated with symbols that 
are culturally, historically, or religiously mean-
ingful. Find your own personal meaning as you 
use stamps and fabric markers to decorate a 
piece of silk.

Drawing in the Galleries for Adults and Youth
Noon–4 pm
(for ages 6 and older—children 12 and younger 
must be accompanied by an adult)

Artist/instructors help participants create pen-
cil drawings to take home. No experience nec-
essary; materials provided. 

Roses are Red, Violets are Blue
Ms. Schultz, Intermediate Elementary

Throughout the month, students in the 
Intermediate Elementary have focused 
on the mechanical elements present in 

rhyming poetry. They became familiar with 
popular writing devices such as similes, meta-
phors, rhyme, rhythm, and meter, and they had 
fun doing it!

I have said this before, but will not hesitate to 
re-emphasize that poetry is one of the easi-
est and most effective ways to open a young 
author’s mind to allow brilliant writing ideas to 
form and build from  what they already know.

Through reading common and familiar poetry, 
students gain experience with identifying the 
elements of specific forms of poetry such as 
haiku and cinquain. By combining what they 
already know and adding new concepts, stu-
dents are able to connect what they have 
learned with previous experiences and apply 
their new knowledge in a new form.

Update:   Capital Campaign

We were very excited by the Capital 
Campaign donation made by par-
ent Cathy Dekker immediately after 

last Wednesday night's announcement of our 
new campus! It was exciting and motivating 
because it told us that she understood our pro-
gram and the reasons for our site selection. It 
was also a confirmation that our financial con-
siderations were firm in the eyes of a parent. If 
you would like to talk to a parent about her rea-
sons for making her donation or just to ask for 
her perspective about the announcement, she 
has given permission for you to contact her at:

Email: ccwy@mindspring.com
Phone: (248)414-9481



3

ADMINISTRATION 
Head of School		  Kiyo Morse        
Assistant Head		  Thomas Herbst
Admissions Director		  Donna Coffin
   Special Programs Director, & Office Manager
Business and Facilities	 Sandra Blay
   Manager
STAFF
General Assistant,		  Jason Roder
   IT Specialist
FACULTY
Early Elementary		  Carol Powell
Intermediate Elementary	 Janelle Schultz
Upper Elementary		  Linda Hoff
Pre High School, 		  Keiko Morse
   Faculty Chair
AIMS/TSC Representative	 Carol Powell
INSTRUCTORS
Art			   Mary Gage
Japanese			   Mieko West
Spanish	                                          Ana Maria
			                  Gonzalez
Mandarin Chinese		  Hong Lin
Computer	  		  Dr. Reef Morse
Extended Day		  Mary Gage
Fencing			   Jerzy Radz
Performing Arts		  Oliver Thompson
SPARC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President			   Jackie Robbins
Secretary			   Susan Sheth
Treasurer			   Sherry Kahn
AUCTION STEERING COMMITTEE
Chair			   Monica Finkelstein
Vice-Chair			  Jenifer Lampi
    Sponsors & Program Ads
Board Representative		 Nancy Furman
Admin Representative	 Donna Coffin
Decorations Coordinator	 Meir Finkelstein
Acquisition Coordinator	 Susan Sheth
Printing and Publications	 Tom Herbst
Immediate Past Chair		 Wendy Mayer

BOARD of TRUSTEES
President:  	     	 Richard Niemisto
   Executive Committee Chair
1st Vice-President:  		  Irene Wojchihosky
   Admissions & Recruitment Chair
2nd Vice-President: 		  Nancy Furman
   Development & Fundraising Chair
Secretary:			  Thomas Herbst
   Accreditation & Curriculum Chair
Treasurer:			  Jerry Wojchihosky
   Finance Chair
   Marketing & PR Chair
Trustee:			   Yong Hwa Son
   Building & Grounds Chair
Trustee:  			   Donna Coffin
  Trusteeship Chair
Trustee:  			   Dr. Reef Morse
Trustee:			   Dr. Olga Mondrusov
Trustee:			   Lev Mondrusov
Trustee:			   Richard Houdek
Trustee:			   Antonio Blackburn
   Capital Campaign Chair
Ex Officio: 			  David Jeshurun
   Immediate Past President
Ex Officio:			  Kiyo Morse
   Head of School

Festival of the Arts

Activities & How They Enrich the Curriculum: 
Students will see performances of students 
within the middle and high schools of Farming-
ton Pubic Schools, meet local artists, see art-
work from around the Farmington Community, 
and participate in hands-on activities.   

Date: Thursday, April 22, 2010
Time: 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Departure from school: 11:45 am
Departure from Costick Activities Center: 1:00 pm

Dismissal: 4:00 pm from school

Contact Person: Donna Coffin
Phone: (248) 539 - 1666 

Address: 28600 11 Mile Rd.

Directions: Middlebelt south to 11 Mile east to 
Door B (faces 11 Mile), Costick Center

Apparel: appropriate school clothing

# of drivers: 16
# of seatbelts: 44—remember car seats for 

children under 8 yrs.

Pre-Auction Party Thank Yous

A BIG thank you to all of the families who 
donated to the Student's Pre-Auction 
Party! It was a huge success that was 

only possible with your help.

Joshi Aparna & Krishnan Anantharaman
Kalyani Bhagavathi		 Doris Collazo
Luvy Corrigan		  Barbara Elias
Nancy Houdek		  Sherry Kahn
Jenifer Lampi		  Jane Lock
Wendy Mayer		  Olga Mondrusova
Jackie Robbins		  Cindy Shah
Kari Varns		  Lori Warner

Some families did not fill out a donation slip 
when they brought in their item (if you would 
like to fill out a donation form please see 
Donna). Thank you to those who are not men-
tioned.

Please Note Changes:
Silent Auction Program & 
Champagne Cocktail Hour

Don't miss it!  Enjoy the full Champagne 
Cocktail Hour accompanying the Silent 
Auction this year. 

 
Champagne Cocktail Hour

& Silent Auction 
 

6 - 7 pm

Additional New Campus 
Presentation Sessions

If you were unable to attend the original 
presentation, two additional information 
sessions have been scheduled:

Wednesday, March 17, at the home of 1.	
Meir and Monica Finkelstein in Hunting-
ton Woods
Wednesday, March 24, at a Farmington 2.	
Hills location to be announced

Please RSVP to Donna in the office if you 
would like to attend.


